
Setting: A park bench. 

Time: Present day. 

 

(Lights up on the tired and 

clearly annoyed MARY. She sits 

on a park bench alone, maskless, 

fiddling through her purse, 

shooing “birds” away, fanning 

herself. After a few seconds to 

establish the scene, BETH enters 

wearing a nun’s habit and a 

mask.) 

 

BETH 

Mind if I join you? (removing mask) I’m fully 

vaccinated and we’re outside, so...2 

MARY 

(Putting purse on other side, moving over) Of course. 

I’m vaccinated too. And you’re not likely to lie, are 

you? 

                       BETH                                                

What? Well, no. Thanks. (sighs) It’s a beautiful 

day.(Takes sandwich out of small bag, breaks off a 

piece for “birds.”) Here ya’go. (to MARY; sits) I love 

birds, don’t you? Especially Florida birds. 

MARY 

I despise everything about Florida, Sister. 

BETH 

Sister! Oh! (Laughs) I was at rehearsal. I’m only 

playing a nun. I love live theater, don’t you? (Beat) 

Good heavens! I’m like the opposite of a nun! (laughs) 

I may end up stripping with this heat. A nun stripping 

at the park! That would get some attention! (eyes 

heavenward) I promise, I’ve got clothes on underneath. 

(Removes headpiece and fans herself.) 

(MARY resumes reading.) 

BETH (CONT.) 

Do you really hate Florida? It’s paradise! The weather-

- 



MARY 

(a favorite complaint) The weather! Thankfully I went 

through menopause up north – I wouldn’t have survived 

hot flashes down here. (surprising herself) I don’t 

think I’ve said that out loud to another soul. Give me 

the mountains any day. Four seasons. A fire in the 

fireplace – an electric fireplace. Or gas. No doubt my 

husband would manage to blow us up.  

BETH 

I love a roaring wood fire. I’m more the stretched-out-

naked-on-a-rug-with-my-man-and-a-bottle-of-wine kind of 

gal.  

MARY 

Mmm. 

BETH 

(Wistfully) Not that we’ve made love in front of a 

roaring fire. Not yet. He’s in there. (indicates) 

Outpatient. I rushed over to check on him as soon as 

rehearsal was over but ... 

MARY  

(Just to be polite) Perhaps later. 

BETH 

Do you have someone in the hospital? Such a pleasant 

place for one, here by the park. Very peaceful.  

MARY 

(aside) It was. 

BETH 

I grew up in the mountains so I agree they’re lovely. 

But Florida! The beach, the lakes – 

MARY 

(Giving up, closing her book) The mosquitoes, the love 

bugs, the palmetto bugs … and yes. My husband’s also in 

Outpatient. He’ll probably be discharged soon. Perhaps 

now would be a good time to check-- (starts to gather 

things but stops when Beth continues) 

BETH 

They let me in but a doctor was talking to him, so I 

didn’t interrupt.  

MARY 

That’s surprising. 



BETH 

I figured I’d have lunch before trying again. And I 

found you! What a nice surprise, meeting someone new. 

(They resume activities – MARY takes her book back out; 

BETH eats a little of her sandwich.) 

BETH (CONT.) 

What I love about Florida really isn’t Florida at all. 

(can’t help herself) I found the love of my life here! 

Anything related to him, I adore by extension, if you 

must know.          

MARY 

If I must.  

                       BETH                                                    

I don’t think I ever had it this bad. Never. We’re like 

teenagers! It’s amazing, really. 

                       MARY                                            

And unsettling, coming from a nun. (They share a 

laugh.) I apologize if I was short. I hope your “love” 

is okay.(confiding) I watch a lot of medical shows on 

TV so I always ask the doctors and nurses questions. My 

husband was a bit cavalier about the whole thing. 

Fortunately he has me to keep an eye on him. 

BETH 

Nothing serious, then? 

MARY 

(rolls eyes) With him, it’s always something. Accident-

prone. We’ve been married practically half a century 

and I could write a book about all the times I’ve had 

to take care of him. He’s like a child in many ways. He 

gave up smoking years ago, but he drinks far too much. 

BETH 

(dryly) I wonder why. 


