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CAST OF CHARACTERS

ARNIE: Short, wears glasses 72 Male

BETH: Arnie's wife 70 Female

JACK: Friend 66 Male

SYLVIA: Busty, Jack's wife 66 Female

SOL: Friend 66 Male

JUDY: Sol's wife 66 Female

Place

Beth and Arnie's Condo, in Florida.

Time

Present
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SETTING:     Black Box.  Card table, three chairs, living 
room. Table, three chairs, kitchen.

AT RISE:   ARNIE is sitting at card table, staring at 
nothing in particular.

(BETH enters from kitchen.)

BETH
Arnie are you all right?

ARNIE
Of course I’m all right.

BETH
You’re not yourself, lately.

ARNIE
What do you mean I’m not myself lately, who am I, Dick Tracy?

BETH
Arnie we’ve been married forty-three years.  I know when you’re all right and when 
you’re not.

ARNIE
I’m seventy-two years old. Retired six years, going to the clubhouse every morning to see 
the same people and do the same thing. Of course I’m not all right.

BETH
What do you mean?

(Sits down.)

ARNIE
Beth, do you ever look at our fellow condo owners?  We all look alike, grey hair, 
stomachs that look like basketballs and we can’t even bend over to pick up a penny 
without farting. Beth, I don’t like it. Life should not go downhill like this.

BETH
Why don’t you look at the bright side?  We’re alive and fairly  healthy. Arnie we have 
friends here.
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ARNIE
I don’t like it when Sylvia and Jack come over once a week for Gin Rummy. They’re 
boring and Sylvia’s tits are so big they lay on the card table. You can’t even see her cards. 
Jack belches all night and if that’s not enough his upper teeth come out when he does it.

BETH
That’s my Arnie. You’re so funny making fun of life. It’s healthy and you’re funny when 
you do that.

ARNIE
I’m not trying to be funny now.  It’s getting to me.  When we want to have sex, it takes 
us a half hour to climb into bed and another half hour to find where to put it, you know 
what I mean?

BETH
Enough of that. You know Sylvia, Jack, Judy and Sol will be here shortly for dinner and 
cards afterwards. Please try to be up and watch the sarcasm. Okay, Arnie?

(Gets up.)

ARNIE
Yeah, Yeah, but if Sylvia puts her tits on the table covering up her cards, I’ll call it a 
penalty. Actually she should get two penalties, one for each tit. I bet Jack uses them for 
pillows. Lucky guy.

BETH
Oh, you don’t like my breast?

ARNIE
No they’re nice Beth, but you have breast, Sylvia has tits.

BETH
Can we get off this subject please, you talk like a pervert.

ARNIE
All men are perverts. If they are not perverts they aren’t men.

BETH
I can’t believe you’re talking like this. I read somewhere men go through a mid-life crisis 
in their forties. Arnie I think you’re going through your mid-life crisis in your seventies.
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ARNIE
No Beth. I’m just letting out the frustration of all men when they reach their seventies. 
The only difference is I have the balls to say how I feel.

BETH
Well, where does that leave us women who are in their seventies?  Do you think we are all 
done in the sex department?

ARNIE
Beth, I love you so much, always did and always will but women over seventy are rare 
antiques, and antiques are to be admired, not fondled.

BETH
I never swear, but Arnie you are a son of a bitch for that remark and that’s from all us 
women over seventy. Besides look at you and the men your age. What once was your 
magic wand is now your water spout.  Ha ha I read that somewhere and it fits ha.

ARNIE
You know Beth that’s funny. You sure zonk me when you want to. I like that in you. 
Men my age need a challenge. That’s not our problem. More couples should kid with 
each other the way we do. They’re so stiff and serious. Then they wonder why they 
don’t have sex. How do people have sex when they can’t laugh at each other? It’s 
certainly romantic when you ask your partner if she wants to get laid and not be looked 
at as if somebody died.

(Ding, dong, the DOORBELL rings.)

BETH
They’re here, Arnie please have some fun. You guys should have lots to talk about 
besides sex.

(Walks towards door.)

ARNIE
Okay babe, we’ll have a good evening.

BETH

(Opens door. The couples enter, they all say 
their hellos. She’s given a bottle of wine.)

Hello come on in.
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SYLVIA
We didn’t see you at the pool today. We were wondering if we were still on for dinner. 
You and Arnie are always there.

BETH
No we went shopping and started cooking.

JACK
We missed you Beth, but not Arnie discussing the history of the world part one.

ARNIE
Yeah without me your conversations are boring, isn’t that right Sol?

SOL
Yeah, yeah mister let me tell you what’s wrong with the world.

BETH
Come on girls to the kitchen. We’ll open up this bottle of wine and leave these men to 
their worldly discussion.

(The girls make their way to the kitchen and 
sit.)

ARNIE
Can you bring out some beers for us? Thanks.

JACK
Arnie we missed you at the pool today. No discussion about sex or how boring life is 
lately.

(Sits down.)

ARNIE
(ARNIE looks at SOL)

Did I tell you we used Viagra?

JACK
Are you going to tell that story again?
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SOL
What story? You never told me about Viagra and what do you mean we?

(Sits down.)

ARNIE
Beth and me. What do you think this is turning into a swinger’s community?

SOL
So what’s the story?

ARNIE
It was a few months ago. We were watching TV. I swear every other commercial started 
with an ad for Viagra. So they give you a warning. For an erection lasting more than four 
hours call your doctor. Can you imagine calling your doctor or going to the Emergency 
Room and having to explain that?

SOL
So what’s the story?

ARNIE
So we looked at one another and laughed. Beth had this look on her face and a slight grin. I 
said do you want to try it?  She said, “If you want to, I don’t mind” so I saw my doctor. 
I felt funny asking him. It reminded me of when we were young going into a drug store 
and asking for condoms.

JACK
Yeah, I remember those days.

SOL
Is there a story in this?

ARNIE
Yes, so I got them. Let me tell you if you don’t already know, they work. Beth was very 
happy, she smiled for days. I was very happy and proud, you know what I mean?

JACK
Yeah, I know what you mean.

SOL
That’s your story?
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JACK
No wait there’s more.

ARNIE
Thanks Jack. Well like I said Beth was very happy. I mean, I took her on a roller coaster 
ride, you know what I mean? So she rolls over and falls asleep with a smile on her face. I 
wore her out. Meanwhile I’m lying there and it won’t go down.

SOL
It won’t go down?

ARNIE
It won’t go down.

JACK
Now here’s the story.

ARNIE
Thanks Jack. I got up and started to worry a little. I kept hearing in my head “If you 
experience an erection lasting for more than four hours, call your doctor.”

JUDY

(Enters from the kitchen and hands them the 
beers. The men stop talking.)

Here you go guys. Don’t stop on my account. I’m going to the powder room and leave 
you alone to your conversation, ha! Men.

(They watch her leave to the bathroom and 
continue with the story.)

SOL
So what did you do?

ARNIE
Well after two and a half hours, I had a slight headache but then I felt proud. I looked 
down and said buddy I haven’t seen you like this in a long time.

JACK
Years.
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ARNIE
Yes Jack, then I thought what do I do with it now?

SOL
So what did you do?

JACK
It gets funnier now.

(ARNIE looks at JACK, then continues with 
story.)

ARNIE
So I go into the bathroom look and around and for some reason I don’t know why, I hung 
a towel on it and just watched it till it started to hurt. It was a beach towel.

SOL
It started to hurt?

ARNIE
Not it, my knees from all the weight. I have arthritis in both knees.

SOL
And?

ARNIE
So I go to bed and this thing is pointing back at me. I look over at Beth and thought why 
not take her for another ride. I tried to wake her but she was all worn out. You know what 
I mean? I pulled the sheet over me and it looks like I pitched a circus tent. I figured if I 
have a heart attack during the night the EMT would know I died in action. So I go to roll 
over and I can’t. Now I got a kickstand holding me up. So I fell asleep leaning on it.

SOL
That was some story Arnie.

JACK
Told you.
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JUDY

(Enters from the bathroom; she overheard 
some of the conversation. Looks over to the 
guys smiles and continues to the kitchen.)

Having fun fellas?

MEN
Yes we are.

JUDY
I heard them out there. They must be talking about Viagra.

BETH
What? Was Arnie doing the talking?

JUDY
Beth who else would it be? He had their undivided attention.

SYLVIA
These guys don’t stop. They seem to enjoy talking about it, more than doing it.

BETH
(looks at JUDY)

Did I tell you we used Viagra?

SYLVIA
Are you going to tell that story again?

JUDY
What story? You never told me about Viagra and what do you mean we?

BETH
Arnie and me, what do you think this is turning into a swinger’s community?

JUDY
So what’s the story?

BETH
It was a few months ago. We were watching TV. I swear every other commercial started 
with an ad for Viagra. So they give you a warning. 

(MORE)
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For an erection lasting more than four hours call your doctor. Can you imagine calling 
your doctor or going to the Emergency Room and having to explain that?

JUDY
So what’s the story?

BETH
So we looked at one another and laughed. Arnie had this look on his face and a slight grin. 
I said, do you want to try it?  He said, “If you want to, I don’t mind.” So he saw his 
doctor. He said he was embarrassed asking him. It reminded him when we were young 
going to the drug store and asking for condoms.

SYLVIA
Yeah, I remember those days.

JUDY
Is there a story in this?

BETH
Yes, so he gets them. Let me tell you they work, if you don’t already know. Arnie was 
happy, he had this big beautiful smile. I was very happy, if you know what I mean.

SYLVIA
Yeah, I know what you mean.

JUDY
That’s the story?

SYLVIA
No wait there’s more.

BETH
Thank you Sylvia. So I hear this sound wee, wee. I open my eyes and Arnie had that look 
like a kid on an amusement park ride. I mean I was enjoying it too, but I had enough I’m 
waiting for this ride to be over. So the commercial flashes through my mind. For an 
erection lasting more than four hours. I’m like what do I do now? I’m afraid. All the blood 
from his brain is down in his crotch. What if he has a heart attack God forbid while he’s 
on top of me. I say Arnie I’m good I need to go to the bathroom. I had to think of 
something. I mean if fifteen minutes was good enough for him when we were younger, it 
should be good enough now.

BETH (CONT'D)
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JUDY
Wow, that’s some story.

SYLVIA
Wait there’s more.

BETH
Thanks Sylvia. He gets off me thank goodness and says it won’t go down.   

JUDY
It won’t go down?

BETH
It won’t go down, he starts to panic. What if all this blood doesn’t go back to my head? 
Should I call the doctor? You need to take me to the Emergency Room. I said , whoa 
buddy I’ll drive you there if I have to but I’m not going in with you looking like that. Just 
calm down. Put some cold water on it. So he goes to the bathroom.

JUDY & SYLVIA
Ha-ha-ha-ha

BETH
So he comes back with a wet washcloth on it and says it still won’t go down and it hurts. 
I said maybe it’s the washcloth and that better be yours. Try putting an ice pack on it. It 
was like looking at a loaded gun and I don’t like guns.

JUDY
My goodness Beth you’ve got to be kidding me.

SYLVIA
No she’s not.

BETH
Thanks Sylvia, I told him calm down you got over three and a half hours before you need 
to panic. Let’s go to bed and don’t try any monkey business I’m going to sleep. He laid 
there with a little pup tent in front of him, eyes wide open.

JUDY
That’s some story Beth.
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SYLVIA
I told you.

BETH
Let’s go see what the boys are up to.

(The women enter the living room laughing. 
The men are also laughing.)

BETH (cont’d)
You having a good laugh, what’s so funny?

ARNIE
Oh just that life goes on and you’re never too old for shenanigans.

BETH
Arnie that’s why I love you. You keep life interesting.

JUDY
Ha-ha-ha-ha-ha

(Walks over to ARNIE, looks at him and bust 
out into a belly busting laughter. BETH and 
SYLVIA join in.)

ARNIE
What’s so funny?

(Looks at JUDY, baffled by her 
uncontrollable laughter.)

JUDY
Arnie you’re some piece of work.

(SYLVIA and BETH still laughing.)

ARNIE
I am?

BETH
Let’s eat, before we start playing cards.
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ARNIE
The heck with the cards, let’s play Charades.

(The men get up.)

BETH
Whatever you say Arnie.

(They all follow BETH to the dining room. 
Laughing and talking as they exit.)

FADE TO BLACK.
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