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LEGALLY YOURS 

 

CAST OF CHARACTERS  

JUDGE Justice of Peace, Southern, a bit jaded.  

TEDDY Groom, Ivy-League, formal demeanor, “posh”. 

ATTY#1 Teddy‟s lawyer, bookish, nervous.  

BRANDI Bride, southern, exotic dancer, fun-loving. 

ATTY#2 Brandi‟s lawyer, southern charm, shrewd.  

 

 

PLOT SUMMARY 

A couple, unlucky in previous trips to the alter, take a more 

pragmatic approach to their nuptials.  

 

 

SETTING 

 A banquet hall set up to resemble a courtroom with podium and mic. 
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Legally Yours 

(Lights up on a banquet hall set up to resemble a 

courtroom. The bride and groom wait nervously at 

a podium, each flanked by an attorney. The JUDGE 

paces behind the podium, a drink in hand. He 

appears to be slightly inebriated and is having 

an animated conversation on his cellphone.)   

 

JUDGE 

Why?? Because I fed them this morning, that‟s why! See this is 

exactly why I didn‟t want them in the first place – because I knew 

you couldn‟t handle the responsibility of taking care of em! 

 

(He becomes aware the parties are listening and 

waiting for him, Tries to play it off.) 

 

(Chuckles) Okay, well, looks like we‟ll have to finish this up a 

little later, (sweetly) sweethear (smiles at bride and groom), I 

got me some folks here that are just itchin‟ for a hitchin‟. (He 

listens, suddenly loses his smile and composure) Well I am sorry 

if my job gets in the way, but …(listens) – FINE THEN, we‟ll just 

get rid of „em! – FINE! 

 

(He terminates the call and takes a swig of his 

drink, then approaches the podium as the other 

parties uncomfortably wait to begin.)  

 

TEDDY 

(Trying to ease tension) Bit of trouble with the pets? 

 

JUDGE 

(Confused) Pets? No, we don‟t have any pets. (He sets his drink on 

the podium, pulls out some index-cards, and puts on reading 

glasses.) Friends, families, and honored guests, it gives me great 

pleasure to welcome you all here on this beautiful Georgia day to 

this sacred …uh, banquet hall, which used to be a pretty good Tex-

Mex restaurant back in the day, for this most joyous of occasions. 

The joining of, uh (consults index card) Teddy Van Doren and 

Brandi Sumner in the state of holy matrimony. It has been said 

that marriage is a great institution, but I like to remind folks 

that so is the Georgia State Penitentiary and I never have anybody 

in my courtroom trying to get in there!  

  

  (Everyone laughs good-naturedly except for ATTY#1) 
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BRANDI 

(To TEDDY)See, didn‟t I tell you he was funny! That‟s why I always 

use him. 

 

JUDGE 

True love has never been more important or elusive than during 

these turbulent times. One minute, you‟re on top of the world with 

your whole life ahead of you … (drifting off script) graduating 

top of your class, women throwing themselves at you like soccer 

moms at a Bon Jovi concert. Then you wake up one day and twenty 

years have passed and you wonder – where did it all go? You‟re 

still living in Macon, arguing over bad coffee every morning with 

the former “Miss Cobb County” – working traffic court by day and 

moonlighting as Justice of the Peace on weekends just to pay your 

back alimony… 

 

  (TEDDY clears his throat and the JUDGE snaps out of  

  his trance) 

 

Oh… -but it certainly is a thrill to be here with you all today! 

(He reviews his notes) Now let‟s see, I understand that the bride 

and groom have each prepared an opening statement -I mean, a 

“special dedication” that they‟d like to share? 

 

  (TEDDY and BRANDI nod) 

 

Great! Teddy, why don‟t we let you go first, might be your last 

chance to get a word in edgewise!  

 

(The JUDGE steps back as TEDDY and ATTY#1 

approach the mic. As TEDDY begins to speak, the 

JUDGE quickly grabs his drink from the podium, 

then steps back.) 

 

TEDDY 

It is with the utmost humility and a profound sense of joy and 

reverence that I stand before you today. I have been overwhelmed 

by the kindness and southern hospitality shown me by Brandi‟s 

…colorful cadre of family and friends! (joking) And, as I have 

been queried several times on the matter, let me state 

unequivocally that “Yes”, it is indeed hot enough for me!   

 

  (Everyone laughs except for ATTY#1) 

 

BRANDI 

(To ATTY#2) Isn‟t he just the most?! 

 

ATTY#2 

(smiling) Oh yes, he is indeed! 
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TEDDY 

Had anyone suggested a mere six weeks ago that I would be on the 

precipice of yet another trip down the matrimonial aisle, I would 

have certainly considered them quite mad. And yet, here I stand, 

unabashedly - a man wholly transformed, with what can only be 

described as a renewed sense of optimism and purpose. And that my 

dear Brandi, is solely attributable to you.  

 

  (ATTY#1 shuffles nervously, ATTY#2 smiles and   

  scribbles something on a slip of paper.) 

 

These last few weeks have been the most wonderful time of my life, 

and I know that …- 

 

  (ATTY#1 clears his throat. He covers the mic with his  

 hand and consults with TEDDY, then assumes the mic.) 

 

ATTY#1 

(Nervously) Um… hello everyone …my name is Nelson Montgomery III, 

and I am Mr. Van Doren‟s legal counsel … (uncomfortable) …oh, and 

best man. I just wish to clarify Mr. Van …Teddy‟s comments by 

stating for the record that his self-proclaimed “satisfaction” 

should in no way be construed to indicate that he was not 

similarly satisfied prior to the aforementioned six week period, 

nor, that he would not have continued to enjoy said satisfaction 

had he not met Ms. Sum… - uh,Brandi. 

 

  (He smiles apologetically and steps back.)  

 

TEDDY 

My dear, dear Brandi. I must say that all my years of 

international travel and education – from Harvard to the Sorbonne 

- all of this failed to prepare me for this amazing new world to 

which you‟ve opened my eyes. And shame on my former educational 

institutions for completely mischaracterizing this “War of 

Northern Aggression” I‟ve recently been informed of!   

 

  (All the participants except for ATTY#1 laugh.) 

 

That our paths should have crossed at all seems most improbable. 

Why you can imagine my surprise upon learning that “The Booty 

Palace” was not a pirate-themed restaurant at all! 

 

  (All the participants except for ATTY#1 laugh.) 

 

BRANDI 

Oh, couldn‟t you just scoop him up and eat him with a spoon! 
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ATTY#2 

(smiling) Oh, most certainly! 

 

TEDDY 

Why, from the very moment I first saw you, covered in glitter and 

dancing on the other side of the room …under a strobe light, I 

felt a stirring deep inside me. At first I thought it was the 

Vichyssoise I‟d had for dinner, but alas, it wasn‟t that at all. I 

can still scarcely believe that I somehow summoned the courage to 

ask you to dance …for me, and thankfully, I‟d brought an ample 

supply of “George Washingtons”, as I believe my fellow patrons 

referred to them.  

  (ATTY#1 pulls a sheet of paper from his pocket  

  and steps to the podium.) 

 

ATTY#1 

We would like it noted in the record that any alleged activities 

the parties may have engaged in, including but not limited to 

private dances, full-body massages, and …”the Greek Cyclops?” 

(indicates “whatever that is”) were performed in strict  

adherence with all applicable state and local statutes. 

 

  (ATTY#1 steps back and TEDDY steps up) 

 

TEDDY 

Finally, Brandi, while neither of us has experienced much success 

when it comes to marital prosperity, I have every confidence that 

this love so recently blossomed shall retain its eternal bloom, 

and accompany us along life‟s path, in a journey I pledge to take 

with you always by my side.  

 

  (ATTY#1 is alarmed while ATTY#2 smiles and   

 scribbles another note. ATTY#1 steps to the   

 podium.) 

 

ATTY#1 

As Teddy‟s uh, best man, I‟d like to …offer a toast! Yes, a toast!  

 

 (He looks around, notices the JUDGE’s drink. Crosses  

 to him, takes his drink, returns to podium) 

 

(Holding up his drink) So Teddy, uh …yes, you certainly are a 

lucky man! In fact, I think we all would agree that, well, both of 

you are in fact quite lucky …to have found each other I mean. 

Despite what county court records might suggest.  

 

 (He lowers his drink but continues speaking.) 
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And I think it is only reasonable to note that while Teddy 

certainly expects to spend the rest of his life with Brandi, I 

think a “reasonable man” might interpret this as more of a 

symbolic expression, and not as a specific promissory obligation 

which would prevent him from seeking future redress from the 

courts.  

 

 (Trying to find a graceful exit, he holds up drink.) 

 

So …here‟s to the happy couple! 

 

(He steps back as the JUDGE steps forward, snatches 

his drink back, and steps to the mic.)  

 

JUDGE 

Yes, well thank you Teddy, and …his best man, for those truly 

inspiring remarks. And now I believe Brandi would like to say a 

few words? 

 

(BRANDI and ATTY#2 step up to the podium. BRANDI 

prepares to speak, then smiles and removes gum from 

her mouth, sticking it to the side of the podium. 

ATTY#2 appears relaxed throughout and smiles warmly.) 

 

BRANDI 

Wow! Hey everyone (she waves), how ya‟ll? Third times a charm, 

right! Boy, it sure is great to see so many friendly faces! Oops –

before I forget, I want to give a special shout out to my 

“bestie”, Anita Cherry, for covering my shift today. Why that‟s 

just about the best wedding present a girl could ask for! 

 

 (She is choked up and takes a moment to gather herself.) 

 

(Slightly embarrassed)Okay, so look – I know that for some of you, 

this is getting to be kind of, well, an annual event –but I really 

think that (points to TEDDY) –this one‟s a keeper! I just love 

this man! 

 

 (She pulls an index card from her bra and reads earnestly) 

 

Teddy, I‟ve had men steal my CD‟s before, and my food stamps, and 

one even tried to steal my ‟86 Camaro, but I‟ve never had anyone 

steal my heart before the way you have! 

 

(There is a general gushing of ooo’s and aahs. BRANDI 

smiles with pride at her effort.)  
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Teddy, I know I don‟t have much to offer a worldly man like you, I 

mean gosh –you‟ve already taught me so much over these last six 

weeks. Like how, on my taxes, I could deduct that pole-dancing 

class I took last summer. Did ya‟ll even know you could do that? I 

guess there‟s a lotta things I don‟t know, but the one thing I am 

sure about is that you‟re made me just about the happiest girl in 

Peachtree County! And I promise that I will do my best to love 

you, for better or worse …oops, I guess I‟m getting ahead of 

myself… 

 

 (Brandi steps back and ATTY#2 steps to the mic.) 

 

ATTY#2 

My, my, my, what a glorious day this is! For those of you with 

whom I haven‟t had the pleasure, my name is Randall Beauregard 

Brewster, but nobody „cepting my dear momma ever called me 

Randall. No, folks „round these parts just call me Pud –Pud 

Brewster –and if you want to know the story behind that little 

nickname, see me during the festivities. (He raises his eyebrows 

suggestively and winks.) 

 

BRANDI 

(laughs) Now Uncle Pud, you behave yourself! 

 

ATTY#2 

Now this beautiful young creature you see standing before you 

today is not only my client, but I‟m proud as a Georgia peach to 

say that she just happens to be my neice on my sister‟s side as 

well. And I wanted to be here for her on her special day, the way 

I‟m sure any of you would if your loved one‟s daddy …wasn‟t 

allowed to cross the state line to walk his baby girl down the 

aisle. Now folks, I‟m just a simple country lawyer, but truth be 

told, like many of you, I worry about our young folks today. What 

with all the temptations and pressures they face, well shoot, try 

hard as they might, sometimes things just don‟t work out. Now 

personally, I don‟t think that will be the case here – just look 

at how happy they both are! And we have heard from the groom‟s own 

mouth just how much of that happiness is due to our little Brandi 

here. In fact, I was so moved by his sentiment, I think I wrote it 

down.  

 

(He pretends to fumble around in his jacket pocket and 

pulls out a slip of paper.)   

 

Here it is now, what was it he said? Oh, yes, that his happiness 

was solely attributable to Brandi. Isn‟t that a beautiful 

sentiment and declaration? He didn‟t say partially attributable, 
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or even primarily -no no -he said it was solely attributable. 

(Grins wider) Now you watch out Brandi-kins, he‟s a charmer, that 

one! 

 

BRANDI 

Whoo-hoo! 

 

ATTY#2 

Yes my dear, “whoo-hoo” indeed! Why, with his impressive Ivy 

league education and worldly travels, well it‟s understandable how 

a simple but virtuous country girl like young Brandi here, might 

become “persuaded”, as we like to say.  

 

(ATTY#1 is upset. He tries to approach the podium, but 

TEDDY restrains him.) 

 

Now I truly believe, and more importantly, Brandi‟s actions here 

today are predicated upon Teddy‟s testimony that his intentions 

are honorable and sincere. And he stated it all so eloquently, 

didn‟t he? In fact, I think I wrote that part down as well.  

 

 (He fumbles and pulls another note from his pocket.) 

 

Oh yes, here it is! He said “In a journey I pledge to take with 

you always by my side.” Now isn‟t that just lovely? And it surely 

speaks to his honorable intentions, wouldn‟t you say? And because 

of his heartfelt testimony –which I have taken the liberty of 

preserving by way of court reporter and videographer (he waves to 

someone in the back of the room) – for posterity mind you, I 

wholeheartedly give my blessing to this glorious union! 

 

 (All parties assume their original positions) 

 

JUDGE 

Well what say we make this sinning official and move on to the 

after-party! Now in a truly romantic, and some might say ill-

advised gesture, I understand that you have each written your 

partner‟s marriage vows, is that correct? 

 

 (TEDDY and BRANDI nod.) 

 

Well, this is highly unusual, but hell – who knows –maybe it‟ll 

change your luck! (He takes a drink) Brandi will now give us the 

oath that Teddy will be taking.  

 

 (ATTY#2 hands a slip of paper to the JUDGE.) 
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JUDGE 

Teddy, if you would repeat after me. “With this ring, I thee wed.” 

 

TEDDY 

With this ring, I thee wed. 

 

JUDGE 

With my body, I thee worship. 

 

TEDDY 

With my body, I thee worship.  

 

JUDGE 

With all my worldly goods, I thee endow. 

 

 (ATTY#1 is alarmed and tries to stop TEDDY, but to no 

avail.) 

 

TEDDY 

With all my …- 

 

ATTY#1 

… -I OBJECT! 

 

(There is a gasp from the participants and general 

confusion, except from ATTY#2, who continues to smile 

calmly. ATTY#1 covers the mic, and pleads his case to 

TEDDY. TEDDY listens, nods, and then pats ATTY#1 on 

the shoulder. He nods to the JUDGE to resume, then 

steps back up to the mic.  

 

TEDDY 

With all my worldly goods, I thee endow.  

 

JUDGE 

So help you God? 

 

TEDDY 

So help me God. 

 

JUDGE 

And now, Teddy will give us the oath that Brandi will be taking.  

 

 (ATTY #1 shakes his head, hands paper to judge.) 
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JUDGE 

Do you Brandi, promise to love, honor, and obey Teddy, in sickness 

and in health, for better or worse, for richer or poorer, 

forsaking all others, and keeping yourself to him, and only him, 

so long as you both shall live?  

 

 (ATTY #2 interrupts, smiling) 

 

ATTY #2 

Your honor, may we approach the bench …I mean podium? 

 

(The JUDGE is surprised, but nods, and both attorneys 

approach the podium. An animated conversation takes 

place. BRANDI and TEDDY use the delay to wave at each 

other. The JUDGE holds up his hands to signal a 

ruling. This displeases ATTY #1. The attorneys assume 

their positions and the JUDGE notes changes on the 

back of an index card.) 

 

JUDGE 

Ladies and gentleman, I apologize for the brief delay …we were 

just taking care of some …uh, administrative issues. Now, where 

were we? (He picks up the revised oath card) Ah yes. Brandi, do 

you promise to love, honor, and obey Teddy, in sickness and in 

health, for better or worse, for richer or poorer, and forsaking 

all others… (He turns over the index card) “unless performing 

duties directly associated with your pre-existing employment 

commitments”, for so long as you both shall live? 

 

BRANDI 

Teddy, you are the only man that I ever want to be with… 

 

JUDGE 

(clears his throat) Ahem!  

 

BRANDI 

I mean …I do, your honor …I truly, truly do! 

 

JUDGE 

Then by the powers vested in me by the great state of Georgia “GO 

BULLDOGS!”, it gives me great pleasure to now pronounce you man 

and wife. You may kiss the bride! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  LEGALLY YOURS 

 

 11 

 

(TEDDY and BRANDI kiss and congratulations are 

exchanged. The JUDGE watches the happy couple and is 

visibly moved. He takes a handkerchief from his pocket 

and blows his nose. BRANDI notices his emotion and 

crosses to him.) 

 

BRANDI 

Why your honor, is everything okay? 

 

JUDGE 

What? Oh, yeah – don‟t mind me. I‟m just a sucker for a beautiful 

wedding! 

 

 (BRANDI comforts the crying JUDGE as the lights fade.) 

 

END OF PLAY 

 

 

 

 

 


